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EDUCATION Museum & Education

Museum Exhibit: Bringing Mid-Century Daily Life to 
an Immersive Installation
A regional history museum needed authentic moving-image material for a permanent interactive exhibit on 

post-war American daily life. Stockfilm's verified archival footage became the centerpiece of a multi-screen 

installation that visitors could explore by decade, theme, and geography.

4.2 min
AVG VISITOR DWELL TIME

24+
CLIPS ACROSS 6 THEMES

0
PROVENANCE CHALLENGES

CLIENT TYPE

Museum & Education
TIMELINE

14-month exhibit development 
with footage curation spanning 6 
weeks

FOOTAGE DECADES

1940s, 1950s, 1960s, 1970s

01 The Challenge

The museum was building a permanent exhibit titled "Everyday America: 1940–1975" featuring six interactive kiosks 

where visitors could select decades and themes to watch curated archival footage. The exhibit needed to feel 

immersive, not like a slideshow.

Every clip required verified provenance and public-display licensing. The museum's standards board rejected footage 

from sources that couldn't confirm original dates, locations, and rights chains. Previous exhibits had faced criticism for 

mislabeled imagery.

The installation designer needed clips grouped into tight thematic clusters — meals, transportation, holidays, school, 

shopping, leisure — across four decades. Generic compilations wouldn't work; each clip had to clearly belong to its 

assigned category.

The museum had a fixed build-out schedule coordinated with architects and AV integrators. Footage selection 

needed to be finalized months before opening, with no room for last-minute substitutions that would require re-

programming the interactive system.

“Average dwell time at the footage kiosks was nearly double our benchmark — visitors 
trusted what they were seeing and stayed to explore.”

02 Our Approach

The curatorial team started with a matrix: six themes across four decades, requiring a minimum of 24 primary clips 

plus alternates. The challenge wasn't volume — it was specificity. A clip tagged "1950s family" could mean anything; 

the exhibit needed footage clearly showing a family at a dinner table, or arriving at a church, or unpacking groceries. 

The selection process used Stockfilm's location and decade metadata to find clips where the visual content matched 
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the thematic slot precisely. For the transportation category, this meant finding footage showing era-appropriate 

vehicles in everyday contexts — not car commercials or auto shows, but families loading station wagons for road 

trips. The museum's AV team received clips formatted for seamless looping on commercial media players, with color-

consistent grading across all selections so the visual tone remained cohesive across kiosks.

Key Steps

1 Organized footage into thematic clusters matching the exhibit's six interactive categories across four decades.

2 Verified provenance documentation for each clip to meet the museum's standards board requirements.

3 Delivered clips in loop-ready formats optimized for the AV system's playback specifications.

4 Created alternates for each thematic slot so the curatorial team could review options without restarting 
searches.

5 Coordinated delivery timeline with the exhibit build-out schedule to prevent downstream delays.

03 Footage Used

1940s–1950s family dinners, holiday meals, and kitchen scenes

1950s–1960s suburban commuting, school drop-offs, and family car trips

1950s–1970s holiday celebrations, parades, and community gatherings

1960s–1970s shopping trips, department stores, and Main Street commerce

1940s–1960s schoolyard footage, classroom scenes, and youth activities

1950s–1970s backyard leisure, picnics, swimming pools, and neighborhood play

04 Results

The exhibit opened on schedule with fully verified footage across all six interactive stations. Visitor 

engagement exceeded projections in the first quarter.

Average dwell time at the footage kiosks was 4.2 minutes — nearly double the museum's 2.5-minute benchmark 
for interactive stations.

The museum received zero provenance challenges from historians or visitors in the first six months, validating the 
verification-first approach.

The exhibit was nominated for a regional museum association award for innovative use of primary-source media 
in public education.

Three traveling versions of the exhibit were commissioned based on the permanent installation's success, each 
requiring adapted footage selections for different regional audiences.

05 Key Takeaway

For museum and education contexts, archival footage isn't illustration — it's primary-source 

material. The same verification standards applied to photographs and documents must apply to 

moving images. When visitors trust the authenticity of what they're seeing, they engage longer and 

more deeply.
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Related Footage

Featured: 1950s Collection
stockfilm.com/1950-collections

1940s Collection  —  stockfilm.com/1940-collections

1960s Collection  —  stockfilm.com/1960-collections

1970s Collection  —  stockfilm.com/1970-collections

Browse the Full Archive
stockfilm.com  —  Authentic 8mm & Super 8 Archival Footage
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